File No. 9110022 


R TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 


r 


WORLD TRADE CENT 


El 
a 


r 


FIRST GRADE FIREFIGHTER GERARD SUD 


Interview Date: October 9, 2001 


Transcribed by Elisabeth F. Nason 
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MR. MURAD: Today is October 9, 2001. The 
time is 1445 hours. I'm Murray Murad. 


MR. CUNDARI: I'm George Cundari. 


MR. MURAD: Of the Fire Department of the 


City of New York. 


Q. I'm conducting an interview with Firefighter? 
A. I'm Gerard Suden, Ladder 43. 

QO. Rank and command? 

A. First grade Firefighter. 

QO. Your assigned command? 

A. I'm assigned to 43 Truck. 

QO. Okay. 

A. Fire Department of the City of New York. 

Q. I'm currently at Ladder 43, Engine 53 and 


this is regarding the tragic events that occurred on 


September 11, 2001. Gerard, would you like to give an 


account of that day that you were working or assigned 
to Ladder 43 on September 11? 
A. Sure. To the best of my knowledge I wasn't 


too familiar with that area before it happened, but 


from looking at this map, I will try and give you the 
best account I can. 
MR. CUNDARI: Start from like when you came 


into work that morning or where you got the call, 
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where you were. 


A. Like I was telling you guys, it was my first 


tour back to 43 Truck after a 90 day detail to 2 


truck. As you know those guys are gone. That whole 


truck was wiped out. It was good to be back. I was 


cleaning the tools on the rig and the next thing I 


know, guys are yelling from the kitchen and I went in 
and we were watching it on TV. 


It was kind of hard to believe, but what 


happened was the Engine, 53 Engine got sent down there 


pretty early on, like before the second plane hit they 


were en route and I believe from talking to them, they 


witnessed the plane hit. They were down there. I knew 


it was bad. 


We wished them well when they went down and I 


think me and the other members of the truck, just the 


nature of the job, we were chomping at the bit to get 


down there ourselves. We wanted to help out. They 


were kind of pulling most of the companies from the 


area and we were getting the feeling that we weren't 
going to get to go because they pulled the company 


north of us and the company south of us. 


We wound up getting at some point in the 


middle of -- wound up getting an EMS run on 42nd Street 
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which is way out of our district, but being that the 


city was so undermanned, they sent us all the way down 


there and as we were en route you could see the smoke 


and people watching it on the streets, executives 


smoking cigarettes and everybody was looking. We 


wanted to get there like I said. 


We went to assist —- the EMS run was for a 


guy who had his foot stuck in a revolving door. I 


remember being a little annoyed, like I want to be down 
there. We got finished with that and we were pretty 


much asking the dispatcher to send us, let us help out, 


we are closer to the area. We weren't getting a 


response and shortly after we were en route back north 


towards here, home, we did wind up getting sent. We 


made way, headed down there -- 


QO. What was the radio communication at that time 


after you finished the EMS job, what was the 


transmissions going over the air? 

A. From the back I couldn't hear too much of 
what was going on in the cab and I recall being at a 
light on the way north again and we knew, by now you 


figured out it was a terrorist attack. You see the two 


planes, and I remember scooters -- motors, one of the 


guys, a delivery messenger guy listening to a head 
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phone told us they just flew a plane into the Pentagon 


and that was kind of unbelievable. It was all real 


pretty surrealistic, but I remember confirming that 


with another driver, somebody driving a car was 


listening to his radio so then we were kind of 
-- believed it. 
The radio communication, I'm going to tell 


you when we got down there I wasn't really clued into 


the fact that the first building was down and I found 


out later that that's what the situation was. When we 


got down there the first building had been down. When 


I found out later on that there was like 20 something 


minutes between the collapses, it's a pretty long time 


not to go with that information, but there was no 


communication. Not from the air anyway. I think -- we 


were 10-8. We had less ability to find this out. 


People that were watching it on TV knew, like I said, 
at home, but we were just on the air and trying to get 
down there. 
Q. You can draw on that, by the way. 
A. That's fine. I will just tell you. 
MR. CUNDARI: Mark where you were. 
Q. You went south on West Street? 


A. We are coming down the West Side Highway and 
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some point, pretty good distance north we jumped out 
with a good view of the tower and I guess the south 


towers was down. It was buffered by the north tower, 


so we really couldn't tell. We just seen the smok 
from behind it. We figured the building was there just 


burning, but looking at the north tower, walking down 


the block you could see the gaping hole and we were all 
pretty in awe of it. 


We commandeered a bus, kind of stopped a bus 


because we were a good distance. We were a few 
blocks. I couldn't even tell you which street, maybe 
Warren or even further north from what I remember. We 


wanted to get there even quicker so we jumped on the 


bus and they dropped us somewher I remember this 
pedestrian bridge, I remember walking south of that and 


TI can't tell you how close we were but we ran back past 


that because as we were walking down, the building came 


down. 

QO. That was the north building? 

A. That was the north building, which for a 
while I was arguing with the guy that I wasn't 


convinced that the other building was down. Like I 


said I thought that was the first one. I thought 


somewhere in the midst of that whole noise maybe th 
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second one came down and I couldn't pinpoint when it 
was, but that was the case. That was the second one 
coming down. 

Q. So you said you heard when you got there that 
the building came down but you weren't sure, someone 
said that the building -- 


A. No, I didn't really -- I wasn't sure at all. 


After talking about it later on, one of the guys -- a 


Lieutenant, said that they were debating it on the way 


in, saying to each other that I think that building is 


down. We were all talking to each other and talking 
about we are going to stick together. We knew it was a 
bad situation we were going into. We were going to be 


working a long time. I remember the Lieutenant telling 


us to take an extra minute also. Make sure you don't 
have any heavy clothing on under your bunker gear, we 
are going to be here a while. 


We stripped down a little bit, so between the 


guy with his foot stuck in a revolving door and the 
Lieutenant giving us a good heads up on the way in, who 
is to say what kept us being there a minute sooner, but 
we were at a distance when the building came down. We 


were fortunate. I thought we were going to be sand 


blasted off the street by the looks of it. We all ran, 


we were trying 


north, 


fur 


When it passed us, 


we were 


trying 


to break into a gat 
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Ce. 


We ran ba 


ck 


to break into a gate and get 


ther off the street. 


the dust and debris, 


were at a decent distance but the visibility wa 


so we masked up. 


to need help. 


I remember also, 


bit. 


far and you have to run back a 


how low the visibility was. 


We went down, 
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telling me and another 
working on this pumper. 
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We masked up for a time. 


That became pretty burde 


I guess, 


Engine, 


me stay on this line, 


Mike Regan, 


re going 


we used a rope for a little 


parked somewhere a lit 


maybe the corner of Vesey, 


me and another guy I was 


that was working with us that day, 


stayed together on the line and he 


crew. 


IT can't tell you exactly what he did in 


It was a Brooklyn pumper, 


but 


took 


nsome, you couldn't get 
nd untie it, but that's 
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with, 
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the rest of the 


the time 
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that we were putting out the car fires, but I remember 


-- the visibility -- putting out the car fires, it 


wasn't exactly what I am normally doing, working in a 


truck company, but all bets were off. He told us to 
stay with that line. It needed to be done. 

We put out I believe it was Rescue 1. Some 
of the rigs, I mean there was rigs also. I can't even 


tell you how many car fires there was, but we are 


putting them out and you realize the visibility was 


getting somewhat better. I mean it needed to be done. 
Q. You worked your way south on West Street? 
A. Worked our way south putting out fires. We 
even went further south of tower one putting them out 


and coming back and we had a lot of help along from 


other guys, stretching the line and the debris in the 


street was just tough going over. 


Q. People still running by you at that point? 


A. Yes, stretchers are being carried out. Guys 
are on top of -- there was some scaffolding there on 
what building. I'm not sure. Maybe it was 6 World 
Trade Center. I thought it was just west of the 
tower. Maybe it was the lower portion. Like I said I 
wasn't that familiar with the area to begin with. 


There was stretchers coming out. 
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After putting out the car fires I was trying 


q 


to find the Lieutenant again. The original plan was 


stick together. They weren't all put out either but 


just there was enough Engine companies there. I wanted 


to group back up with the Lieutenant. I wound up 


finding him and he had I helped carry a couple of 


stretchers. I learned later that one of the stretchers 


I carried was a friend of mine actually. I didn't know 


at the time. 


QO. It was a Firefighter? 
A. It was Lieutenant Desperito from Engine 1, 
where I used to be assigned. I was telling one of the 


guys in 22 Engine and they took it hard, a company 


south of us, I was telling him about it, because he was 


there and I remembered seeing him and I was telling him 


hey, I saw you and he said oh, yes, that was 


Lieutenant. I found out later that -- 


QO. Was that after coming out of the north tower 


or was that from the south tower, where was it 


basically? 

A. He was being taken down, I believe he was in 
the north tower and they were taking him out. I just 
gave a hand. So after doing that, time was, I couldn't 


believe when everything was done later in the day. You 
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lose kind of track of time with the adrenaline going 


and all. It seemed like it went faster than it did and 


then looking back on it sometimes it seems slow. But 


at the time, I don't know how much time was in 
between. 

But when I hooked up with the Lieutenant 
again, I heard later they had been helping people out 
also, helping bring out victims, but he had gotten an 
assignment. He had commandeered a Chief and said I 
need an assignment. He got us an assignment and it was 


to follow a Mayday that was coming from Chief Picciotto 


from the llth Battalion. They were trapped inside the 
north tower, 1 World Trade Center. I didn't mention 
also when we were on the way down, like I said I was 


pretty clueless of the building being down and some of 


the things I do remember were the Maydays, one of the 


guys was saying he was in the rig, I don't know how 


much longer I am going to be able to breathe. You 


heard a lot of commotion on the radio. 


QO. I'm in the rig, he said that. He was in the 
rig? 

A. Yes, one of the guys was saying he was in the 
rig. I think h ven gave the company and where he 


was. I don't remember all the information. I just 
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remember, there was a lot of screaming and a lot of -- 


you knew it was bad. 


So now at this time, I hooked back up with 


the Lieutenant. It was the original crew, Matt Long, 


Frank Macchia, me and Mike Regan, who were originally 


on the line, we are crewed back up with these guys and 
there was also -- it was a little confusing because by 
now, the recall, there was guys from our company that 


weren't working that day but they were also with us. 


They somehow we found each other, you know. 


Now we have our guys, even more guys, and we 


have Chief Ferran from the 12th Battalion, is a Chief 


that my Lieutenant, who is Rohan, Lieutenant Rohan, 


from 43, a regular assignment Lieutenant, they were 


leading the rescue to follow the Mayday. Ferran had 


led us -- I don't know the buildings but he led us 


through a building that I believe wasn't 1 World Trade 


Center. Thinking the next day I thought maybe it was 


part of the outskirts but it couldn't have been from 


the way the pancaking and being back there. 


So we are from another building, we went down 


and they knew where the one Trade was at. I wasn't 
familiar with it but we went down an escalator and came 


to a shopping mall area, like a concourse or whatever, 
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and I remember passing these stores and I remember 


walking and thinking there is a wall -- we saw some 


more escalators that went down and up after we crossed 


this long hallway, as best as I can recall. 


I remember at first thinking well, there is a 


wall running into it. But after looking at it I 


realized it was a big section of the ceiling that just 


like leaned to and collapsed. ike it only collapsed 


down and it was resting right on the bottom of the 
escalators, so there was this big slap of concrete and 


you couldn't just walk. You had to go under this slab 


from the ceiling to get into the escalator stairs and 


we were looking at each of them, looking for victims 


and also the main objective, was like I said, Ferran 


had radio contact with Picciotto, who was trapped 


somewhere in the north tower and that's what we were en 


route to. 


Some guys got separated. We found some 


injured guys. I don't remember everything that went 


on. I remember my big objective was just to stay with 


the Lieutenant at this point. So I was pretty much 


sticking with him and some guys I guess, they brought 


out some more people so we got a little separated. 


Some rescues were going on. But Ferran and Rohan and 
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me, we were going out on to the rubble and who else 
followed, Picciotto had a bull horn, he had a siren, so 
not only was he making radio contact but he would say 
okay, I'm going to hit this siren now. Maybe you can 


hear abouts where I am. 


It had to be hundreds of yards away but by 


the time we got up and climbed up a little bit and knew 


which way one tower was, we did start to hear the 


Siren, but it was such an open area that we weren't 


sure if it was coming it seemed like it was coming 


from the left or straight ahead. We weren't sure, and 
to the right of us whatever building it was, I'm not 
sure, there was a really good fire going. 
Visibility was really low. I remember we 
kept saying to each other wow, look at the (inaudible). 
QO. Building 7? 


A. I would think so. I would think that would 


probably be it before it fell. I remember it was bad 


and I'm going to get to a point where we came back that 


way on the way up. We couldn't even go that way, 


that's how bad the fire was, but by the time I was 
coming back it was rolling, more than a couple of 
floors, just fully involved, rolling. 


Anyway, we hear this bull horn and some guys 
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got separated, so by now it's Ferran and some of our 


guys are still there but ultimately what happened was 


me, Lieutenant Rohan, Jimmy Lanza, Tommy Corrigan, 
that's the 4 of our guys. Rohan, me, Tommy Corrigan 


and Jimmy Lanza, were the 4 guys that continued on. I 


remember we had radio contact so I remember I really 


I was chomping at the bit to get to this guy, feeling 
like you are going to do something good now. We are 


going to go. 


I remember Ferran asking us to stick tight 


and I was getting somewhat insubordinate but I didn't 
want to get cut off from going and making the push, so 


I remember walking ahead and like kind of just keep my 


back turned to him, because I knew Rohan and the guys, 
we wanted to go, but I think it probably would have 
been deemed too dangerous to do, but like I said, you 
hear your brother calling. 


So at one point, Ferran I think was going to 


cut it off, but I walked far enough ahead and got 


through one of the big pieces of steel that were still 


resembling a Trade Center. There was very little that 


resembled anything any more, but one of those big 


pieces of steel with like an hourglass shape on the 


bottom, I got through that and I guess that's at the 
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point where Ferran said let some of us go and continue 
through. 

We all got together and kept going. I lost 
track of time. I don't know how long that took 


either. That had to be a good little while, maybe an 


hour of hiking and following this bull horn still. It 


was all craters and beams and what not. Not that we 


lost, but we separated from the original amount of 
guys. So now it's us 4 and we are walking towards it 
and I remember it would have at one point been an 
easier path to go towards our right, but being building 
7 -- that must have been building 7 I'm guessing with 


that fire, we decided to stay away from that because 


things were just crackling, falling and what not. 


So we decided to go straight and which kind 
of made us like go down craters and up. After climbing 


beams for a while as we got closer, he was saying he 


sees light and we are trying to figure out he where he 


is still. He says he sees light and things are 
starting to clear up a little bit. He was seeing 
daylight. He had started to mention he was seeing 
daylight. I was going ahead a little more and at one 


point we asked him do you see anything that resembles 


anything. 
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We asked him -- there was another wall ahead 


that resembled I guess, like I said the hourglass, 


there was another piece of steel there and we said do 


you see that. He said yes it's right in front of me, 
so we knew he was on the other side of that looking at 


it towards us. We were there. So we said we are 


almost there. I guess it was comforting, like, he knew 
we were coming and so we had an idea, the bull horn was 


coming in clearer now. 


So I went ahead, when I got through that 


steel and up a little further, I saw through and the 
smoke was moving like clouds, so one second you would 
see a little better and I remember yelling back and 


saying I see them. The first person I saw was a 


civilian and where they were was at the highest point 


in the rubble of what was left of the stairwell they 


were in. I think he said it was the C stairwell. I'm 


not sure. That was the highest point of the rubble and 


the only thing that -- the only void above the top of 


the pile and that's where they were; Picciotto, the 


Chief, was in, like, under the ceiling, under the very 


top of that, which was just rubble on top of pancaked 


stair slabs, the landings of the stairwell. 


You could see straight through the stairs but 
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like I said, the first thing, I didn't even see them. 


The first thing I saw with the clouds and through the 


smoke was this civilian and I remember saying -- I 
thought it was a fireman. One of the guys 
(inaudible). He was sitting on top of the pile with a 


pole or probably what was the stand pipe coming out at 
an angle. He was kind of holding on to that ready to 
slide off the top of that. 


I remember yelling from 30 yards away, hey, I 


see you. I have a personal rope in my pocket. Don't 
worry. I will give it to you. You can -- you will be 
able to slide down. Then I started to see Picciotto 


and those guys. I am like hey. Then as I get closer I 


realize, I'm talking to Charley and I realize that that 


guy is a civilian so I'm not going to be able to give 


him a rope. He is not going to be abl he doesn't 
have a harness like we wear or whatever. I told him to 
sit tight, we will whatever, something will come, a 


ladder or a rope. 


Picciotto, in the meantime, they were shook 
up. There was him and a few other guys standing there, 
so later on we learned how many people and who was who 
and there was a couple of civilians in there too. But 


Picciotto passed me a rope. There was a big crater in 


a 


blown out 


them. 


reluctan 


and 


ront of them. 


lmost like a bal 
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you couldn't see. 
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They were on the stairwell. 


lcony for them becaus 


here was a big hole 
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the wall was 


t on the front side while I was looking at 


there, so they were 


to start moving out of there by themselves 


Things were starting to get a little be 


when w 


him and they are coming 
time, 


Lieutenan 


got 


so he passes m 


tter 
a rope and I'm spotting 
out over that hole. By this 


my Lieutenant and 


told me that 


the other guys come up and my 


these guys that were able to 


to where we 


I remember seeing 


to saying that I have 


He's hurt bad. 


He was saying he had been 


walk, lead them out. Bring them back 
were. 
As it turns out there was an injured 
civilian, a remember the black lady, 
her, and I remember Picciot 
contact with the Second Battalion. 
That was important to him. 
speaking to the Chief, 


Second Bat 


whose name was Prunty from the 


ttalion in floors below who later on died, he 


didn't make it out. 

I remember him saying that, but as it turns 
out, there was a Port Authority cop who I thought was 
an ESU cop at the time. Not important, but he was able 


to climb and walk, 
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Picciotto was able to climb and 


walk. I remember them asking me how is the walk? I 


said it's rough climbing, but we can do it. We are 


going to get out of here. I know the way back out. My 


Lieutenant asked me to go back out that way. 


So I started a little bit of a conga line and 


there was a couple of 


I start going ou 


name was Dave Ly 


guys from 6 truck I remember, so 


t wi 


nn, 


th Picciotto and I think the guy's 


the Port Authority cop. They were 


the closest to me and we are making a line and I'm 


ahead and I'm going back out, showing them the way out 


that I came in. 


So as I'm going back, that fire that was on 


my right is now on my left. I'm backtracking and that 


fire is really going and on the hike towards there, we 


put down our masks, 


which at this point I started to 


realize maybe it would have been a good thing if we had 


this mask on the way back, but then again, between the 


fire and about halfway when I was on the way back, I 


got a radio call from the guys that we left and it was 


Johnny Colon, the chauffeur of 43, who was effecting a 


different rescu 


H 


was carrying somebody out. 


He had called me and said hey, Jerry, don't 


try and get back 


out 


the way you went in, which was a 
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big heads up move, because he said that building was 
rolling on top of the building that we were passing. 
That building was on fire and likely to collapse more 
too. 

Between Picciotto asking me are you sure we 


can get out this way because it really didn't look good 


with that fire and my guy telling me that you better 


not because of the area where we crawled in was 
unattainable now too. I said to Picciotto finally, who 


was questioning the whole time, I said yes, I guess you 


are right. We are going to find a different way. So 
we started going back the other way. 

QO. Would that be towards West Street? 

A. That would have been back towards what I know 


is the Winter Garden, because I will tell you ina 


minute. 


QO. Here's the Winter Garden over here. On the 


other side of West Street? 
A. So instead of going back, like backtracking 


the way we came in, I kind of was trying to the best I 


¢ 


think I went as the crow flies, the opposite direction, 


straight out the other way back past the stairwell 


where they originally came out, maybe not to touch it, 


but to the right of it I believe it was and out that 
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way and it was a good while going back that way before 


we really knew what was even there. What we were going 


to s if we were going to get out, what was there. 
So after going past the stairwell and we 


realized that that was a better way out. We went down, 


I remember another crater. However many yards. It was 


hundreds of yards all together, but down to the 


crater. When I finally reached a certain point, I saw 


when I came back up a hill, it's all beams. I saw 


guys, I saw firefighters and it was clear enough to see 
that we are going to get out this way now. 


There was guys with hose lines but they were 


still hundreds of yards down. No one was really at 
this point. I know there was Chiefs down there, I 
learned later, that were telling the guys not to go too 


far into the rubble, trying to -- some guys eventually 


did. It was funny that the first guys I saw on the way 


out were guys from our company, from the Engine 
Company. 

Anyway, so when I yelled back to Picciotto, I 
said Chief, we are going to get out this way. Relax 


them and Dave and the guys. I remember thinking at 


that point I need a drink. I want to get back to my 


Lieutenant, who told me he is going to stay with the 
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injured civilian, who was a black lady. However much 
I'm skipping. 


The gist of it is from there Picciotto was 


good, those guys were good, we knew we were getting 
out. Picciotto said go and I went and I tried to get a 
drink. The first thing I did was as I got down more 
yards, got down a ways, they were trying to move in 


with a line and I took a drink out of the nozzle 


thinking I could get refreshed enough that way to go 


back and do some good with my Lieutenant again. I knew 


we were going to be working on the Second Battalion and 


whoever else might be in there. 


I remember trying to call him and I couldn't 
reach him. I guess because what they were doing -- 
what I found out later what they were doing was going 
down lower through confined spaces under that stairwell 
to find guys who were down there, to find the Second 
Battalion Chief. So I couldn't reach him. 

The saltwater I drank out of the nozzle did 


me worse than good, so I wound up walking out until I 


could finally get something to drink and in that Winter 
Garden, I just grabbed the spritzer, hit number 1, took 
a drink of what I guess was 7 Up and when I was walking 


on my way back in now after drinking about a gallon of 
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7 Up, when I was walking on the way back in I started 


getting a radio transmission from one of the guys that 
we left who was originally on the rig, had I believe 
the irons position, Todd, from my company, Todd 
Frederickson. 

He is calling me, saying Jerry where are 


you. I said listen. I didn't go out the way I came 


in. I went straight out. As soon as I spoke to Todd, 
I guess he was with Ferran, who originally started the 
push to follow the Mayday for Picciotto. So Ferran 

must have took his radio right away. I guess they had 


been trying to reach me for a while, anybody of us, the 


original five, so Ferran took it and starts talking to 


me and says where are you? I said well, I didn't go 
out the way I went in. I went straight the opposite 


direction. He said well, where are you? I want to 


lead a rescue team to get in there, because I told him 
about the injured civilian, my Lieutenant staying 


there, the Second Battalion Chief probably being in 


trouble from what Picciotto said. 

I guess I was just saying a lot of things. 
What I forgot was I should have just told him was that 
as I walked out more past these people, I had told 


rescue companies, I remember seeing the Captain of 


25 
G. SUDEN 


Rescue 2 even and him grilling me when I told him, him 


grilling me even further, where, there, I said yes. 
That stairwell. You see a beam coming out on an angle, 
so you got to get your guys up there. 

There is a guy, I remember I was describing 
and I was joking, I said you got a civilian on the top 
of that pile hanging on a flag pole just being 
dramatic. Describing it, that's really what it seemed 


like. That guy, I would love to meet him some day. I 


said you got an injured civilian in the stairway. You 


got my Lieutenant's back down there. Supposedly the 
Second Battalion is in, so I told rescue guys and I 


told everybody I was trying to gather guys to go back. 


That's where you got to go. It seemed like nobody was 


really making it that far. But actually I remember 


seeing Kevin Joos and Kevin Toorey and Al Schickler, I 


think they were like the first guys, as far as towards 


that stairwell, and they are from 53 Engine, and I told 


them where to go too. 


What I could have told Ferran looking back -- 


veryone made mistakes and everyone wished we could 
have done more, but I should have told him I already 
put some guys on the trip to where to go. I could have 


said the Captain of Rescue 2, but he was being really 
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demanding and I was trying to describe where I was. He 
kept asking, well, where are you, what do you see. I 


said I went straight past where I went and I'm thinking 


to myself, there is no street signs around here and I'm 


trying not to be insubordinate, but I think at the last 


transmission I made I had offered to go out past,, 


because what I did to get a drink, I followed the line 


out to what you thought would be a street eventually, 


but I dead stopped in this bar in the Winter Garden, 


grabbed a board and went back out. 

I went back out past that bar and told them I 
see a marina. If you want me to wait here, you know, I 
remember saying that. I see boats. I remember him 


saying boats, where are boats. Eventually I wound up 


telling him, I don't know where the fuck I am. I'm 


going to back to (inaudible). 


I waited about as long as I could. I said 
guys are on it. I have been trying to gather guys up. 
I tried to describe it as best as I could. I walked 


back. I remember when I got back to where the Captain 
of Rescue 2 was and I was going to go back in, I 


remember the Captain telling me we don't need more guys 


up there that we are going to possibly have to get out, 


so don't go. 
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I hesitated about a second and turned my back 
on him and I'm going to go, like I said, and stick with 
the Lieutenant. I was a little upset we got separated 
a couple of times. I went back, I made it a little 
side step, went back down. Rolled back up to them. By 


the time I got up there they had the black lady ona 


Stokes. They were rescue guys. They had the guy 


down. Some of the rescue guys that got there later had 


effected getting that guy down with a rope. 


The stairwell was filled with a couple of 


rescue guys and my Lieutenant. I went back to this 
stairwell, then you had to go around it to the other 
side to get back in it through that hole. Anyway, they 
were down. 

QO. What point are we at now? 


A. After Picciotto is out and the Port Authority 


cop and the guys from 6 Truck, the guys that were able 


to walk out at first, what I found out later was that 


my Lieutenant helped get there was guys from 39 
Engine and 16 Truck and I don't know all the names, and 
eventually we will all talk with each other I guess, 


but they were trapped down low and Rohan had breached a 


wall to help them get out of the confined space below 


and stairwells. 
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At this point that was done. Those guys 
walked out, they followed the conga line, whatever, 


there was enough guys there to lead everybody out. 


When I got back the only thing that was being done now 


was unfortunately, Chief Prunty of the Second Battalion 


was dead now. We hadn't had a pulse on him from what I 


learned from the guys for a while. We were trying to 


ffectively get him out of a confined space. 


I found out later that Mark Carpiniello had 


went down a couple of confined spaces to find this 


guy. When we found him, my Lieutenant when I went 


back my Lieutenant, Mark Carpiniello, Jimmy Lanza. 


Mark Carpiniello is from 53 Engine. He is the guy that 


was there on his own time. He is also one of the first 


guys that came up. Jimmy Lanza, a guy from rescue 4, I 
think his name was Dave, real nice guy. The guy from 


Rescue 4, I guess, set up a high angle thing and was 


trying to move this guy now, so everyone that was alive 


and ambulatory -- and even that was not able to walk, 


but that was alive. They got the one lady out ona 


stretcher. 
One of the guys from 6 Truck too, when we 


first started walking out, the reason Prunty asked me 


how is the climbing is this guy from 6 Truck Prunty 
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ven knew, he has got a concussion. He got hit in the 


head bad, but they were able to hold him and walk him 


q 


out and he was following behind. That was what was 
left to do. 


I went down there. I was asking, give me a 


shot. Maybe I can lift this guy up, we had the rope. 


We were trying to get him out of this confined space, 


but the thing is even after we got him out of that 


space, we knew there was two more really tight spots to 


get through down the hallway and then back up. We 


actually crawled up a slab of stairs that was actually 


on an angle. That was the slab that was down a floor 


or two from the original stairwell that Prunty walked 


out of. It was below grade what was there, the pile, 


where the stand pipe was. There was a few really tight 


areas to get this guy out that we went through. We had 


to climb high to get between two door jams and I think 


the door jams were about the only thing holding that 


place up where Prunty was. We would have had to get 


him out of that spot and then lift him high enough to 


get him between those doors and then another hole and 


we would have been happy to do all that, but we were 


being told for a while after I was back, and I think 


they were telling m ven before I got back we got to 
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get out of here, because it's still shifting and it's 
smoky and things are still clanging, falling around. 


Q. Did 7 collapse yet? 


A. 7 hasn't collapsed yet. We were being told 


by I guess everybody was being a little 


insubordinate that day. Everyone wanted to do as much 


as they could, but we were told 5 minutes, I don't know 


how many times. It was a long while before we gave up 
and we finally came to the conclusion and the rescue 


guy agreed, we all agreed, it's irretrievable. It's 


not a rescue. I regret to say we left him there 


knowing that we would get him eventually and I heard 


that they got him out a couple of days later. Thanks 


to the information, we told him where he was. 


Q. Okay, pretty much everything? 


(TAPE ENDS) 


